CHAPTER HI.

ATTTHOE AND PUBUSHEE.

THE second and third parts of "A Gram-
matical Institute " did not make Webster's
fame or fortune.    The first part had in it
from the first the promise of success.   It
may fairly be called the first book published
in the United States of America, and its
publication, tinder all the conditions of busi-
ness then, was a bold venture.   Each State
was still a law to itself, and no general act
of Congress had yet been passed conferring
copyright.    Webster's first business before
he had actually completed his spelling-book
was to secure copyright laws in the several
States, and he began a series of journeys to
Philadelphia and the state capitals for this
purpose.    The history of his travels is the
history of the origin of copyright laws in
this country; and inasmuch as Webster has
himself related in detail the steps which he
took not only at this time, but later, I in-